The 3rd annual
American Presidents

FILM &
LITERARY
FESTIVAL

Saturday, Sept. 25 &
Friday, Oct. 1 Sunday, Oct. 3, 2021
in Fremont, Ohio

Get tickets at americanpresidentsfilmfestival.org

Tickets and Festival Venues

Venues
The Little Theater
at Fremont Ross High School
1100 North St.
Fremont, OH 43420
419-332-5569
Rutherford B. Hayes
Presidential Library & Museums
Spiegel Grove
Fremont, OH 43420
419-332-2081
The Strand Concert Theater
220 S. Front St.
Fremont, OH 43420
419-355-8458

2021 American Presidents Film & Literary Festival

Festival Tickets
Tickets are available online at
americanpresidentsfilmfestival.org.
v Play: “Looking Over the President’s Shoulder” $12 adults/$10
ages 18 and younger
v Film blocks: $7 per film block
v Lantern tours with living history presenters: $10
v Two-day film pass (gives access to all film blocks): $30
v Red Carpet Event: Dinner and keynote speaker: $35
v All-access pass (includes “Looking Over the President’s
Shoulder,” lantern tours, all film blocks, Red Carpet Event): $85

*Tickets also can be purchased with cash only at the door of each
venue subject to availability.*
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Festival special events
Play: “Looking Over the President’s Shoulder”

Doors open at 6 p.m., play begins at 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 25, at The Little Theater at Fremont Ross High School
Ticket price: $12 for adults, $10 ages 18 and younger
When Alonzo Fields accepted a job as a butler at the
White House in 1931, his plan was to work there for the
winter. That winter lasted 21 years.
Based on the real-life story of the grandson of a freed slave
who grew up in an all-black town in southern Indiana, Fields
is forced by the Great Depression to give up his dreams of
becoming an opera singer and accept the job at the White
House, where he quickly was appointed chief butler.
“Looking Over the President’s Shoulder” is told from the
unique perspective of the chief butler who served four
U.S. presidents and their families: Herbert Hoover, Franklin
Roosevelt, Harry Truman and Dwight Eisenhower.
Famous guests through the years included Winston
Churchhill, Marian Anderson, Errol Flynn and the king and
queen of England. As Fields says in the play: “It was like
being in the front row and watching the passing parade of
history...”

Set on the eve of his last day
on the job, Fields reflects on
his 21 years of service to his
country with humor and pride.
He was a man with a story
to tell, and this tour-de-force
for one actor gives Fields the
chance to tell it.
Culled from Fields’ private
papers, diaries and interviews,
“Looking Over the President’s
Shoulder” has played at major
theaters across the country,
including the Indiana Repertory
Theatre (where it premiered)
and the famous Ford’s Theater
in Washington, D.C. This play
is written by James Still.

R. B. Hayes: Back Home in Fremont, 1881-1893
Talk by Larry Michaels, author and local historian

1:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 2, at Birchard Public Library, 423 Croghan St., Fremont
Free
Examine the last busy years of
Hayes packed an extraordinary
President Rutherford B. Hayes’ life
amount of accomplishments into
after he returned to his beloved
those dozen years.
Spiegel Grove. Hayes looked forward
This program will discuss many of
to coming back to Fremont after his
these activities, and also serve as an
four years in the White House.
introduction to the bicentennial year of
As he did throughout his life,
Hayes’ birth to be celebrated in 2022.

Lantern Tour with living history presenters
9 p.m. with last tour at 10:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 1, at the Hayes Presidential Library & Museums grounds of Spiegel Grove
Ticket price: $10
Walk the grounds
of the Hayes
Presidential Library &
Museums by lantern
light and “meet”
people connected
to U.S. presidents
throughout history.
Costumed living
history presenters
will portray First Lady
Barb Moellman
Taylor Bechstein
Makennah Rettig
Michael Knopf
Eden Sheidler
Jane Pierce; Hayes
Home housekeeper
not feel well enough to host public events at the White House
Sarah Jane Grant; Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman;
until two years later.
President Rutherford B. Hayes’ cousin, Lucy Elliot Keeler; and
Taylor Bechstein will portray Grant, who was a muchAlice Roosevelt, daughter of President Teddy Roosevelt.
trusted housekeeper for the Hayes family for many years.
Barb Moellman, a longtime guide in the historic Hayes
She was originally been employed by President Hayes’ uncle,
Home, will portray Pierce. Pierce struggled with severe
Sardis Birchard.
depression. All of her three children died in before reaching
Grant was particularly close to the Hayes children, writing
their teens. Because the inauguration of her husband,
them
letters when they went off to college and baking and
Franklin, in 1853 occurred so soon after the tragic death of
sending them ginger snaps on their birthdays. Hear about life
their 12-year-old son, Benjamin, she did not attend and did
2021 American Presidents Film & Literary Festival
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at Spiegel Grove and stories about the Hayes family from the
perspective of one of their servants.
Bechstein worked as a Hayes Home guide last summer. She
is from Findlay and is majoring in history at Bowling Green
State University.
Michael Knopf will portray Sherman. Most might be more
familiar with Sherman’s Civil War experiences, but after the
war, he remained with the army and was still serving during
Rutherford Hayes’ term as president. Sherman organized and
handled the logistics for President and First Lady Hayes’ great
Western trip. The map on which he charted out the Hayes’s
journey is on exhibit in the Hayes Museum.
Knopf worked as a Hayes Home guide last summer. He is
working on his master’s degree in History at BGSU.
Makennah Rettig will portray Lucy Elliot Keller, who was a
frequent contributing author to ladies’ magazines and wrote
a book called “If I were a Boy.” She also was an amateur
photographer. It is her many photos of the Hayes family

and Spiegel Grove that have assisted staff over the years in
restoring the Hayes Home.
Rettig is a student at Tiffin University seeking her
bachelor’s degree in digital media and design and also
worked as a Hayes Home guide last summer. At Tiffin
University, she rides for the Equestrian Club as well as working
for the Office of Equity, Access and Opportunity on campus. In
her free time, Makennah enjoys riding her horse and reading.
Eden Sheidler will portray Alice Roosevelt. “I can do one of
two things, I can be president of the United States or I can
control Alice. I cannot possibly do both,” President Roosevelt
of his daughter. Learn about life in the White House through
the eyes of Alice Roosevelt, who loved to break rules, push
social boundaries and exasperate her father.
Eden is a home-schooled high school junior. She lives with
her parents, her four siblings and six animals. She loves
to volunteer at Hayes Presidential and thoroughly enjoys
performing on the lantern tour.

Red Carpet Event featuring keynote speaker Chip Bok
5 - 7:15 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 2, at The Strand Concert Theater
5 - 5:30 p.m. Craft beer tasting (cash bar), 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. dinner, 6:15 - 7:15 p.m. keynote talk
Ticket price: $35, includes dinner, also included in $85 all-access pass (Beer samples are an additional cost.)
Your red carpet experience begins
when you arrive at the historic
Strand Concert Theater in downtown
Fremont. The paparazzi will be eager
to snap your photo as you walk
the red carpet and pose with your
favorite presidential cutouts.
Craft beer samples will be
available for a fee. Dinner, which
will be a gourmet macaroni and
cheese bar with various toppings, is
served at 5:30 p.m. in the historic,
large theater hall. You will be
welcomed by film festival organizers
and local officials.
After dinner, hear keynote
speaker Chip Bok discuss the
role that the press, specifically
political cartoonists, play during a
presidential administration.

Bok is a syndicated political
cartoonist whose work has appeared
in publications across the globe.
Using a variety of cartoons
created by himself, as well as other
cartoonists, Bok intends to discuss
the political nuances displayed in
the artwork. He will also emphasize
the 2020 election and the events of
Jan. 6, 2021.
Learn more about Bok on page
8. His talk is made possible through
a grant from Ohio Humanities
as part of the Hayes Presidential
Library & Museums’ “The Press
& The Presidency” exhibit. Hayes
Presidential is one of the partners
organizing the film festival.
Ohio Humanities is a state affiliate
of the National Endowment for the

Humanities. Any views,
findings, conclusions
or recommendations
expressed by this
exhibition do not
necessarily reflect those of
the National Endowment
for the Humanities.

Champagne Film Awards Ceremony
7:30 - 9 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 2, at The Strand Concert Theater
Free
Enjoy complimentary champagne
and chocolate while the winners
of the film and literary awards are
announced.
Winners for the best short film,
best feature film, best production

and adult and child essay and poetry
contest winners will be announced
and receive their awards. Winners
could be in attendance or might have
a representative receive awards on
their behalf.

Wreath-laying at President Rutherford B. Hayes’ tomb
1 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 3, at Hayes Presidential Library & Museums at Spiegel Grove
Free
In honor of President Rutherford
B. Hayes’ birthday, which is Oct.
4, military representatives sent by
President Joe Biden will lay a wreath
at President Hayes’ tomb.
The brief ceremony will include
comments by military representatives,
2021 American Presidents Film & Literary Festival

Hayes Presidential Library & Museums’
Executive Director Christie Weininger, the
playing of “Taps” and a salute with rifles.
Each year, the current president
sends representatives to lay a wreath
at President Hayes’ tomb in honor of
his birthday.
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Festival Schedule

Everything you need to know:
Times, locations and special events
Saturday
Sept. 25

“Indians, Outlaws, Marshals and the Hangin’ Judge”

R. B. Hayes: Back Home in Fremont, 1881-1893 - talk
by local historian Larry Michaels

Short Film Block 2 - “America First, Nature Last,”
“Dear Aunt Noa” and”Tikkun Olam”

1:30 p.m.
Birchard Public Library, 423 Croghan St., Fremont

Play: “Looking Over the President’s Shoulder”
Doors open at 6 p.m., performance begins at 7 p.m.
The Little Theater at Fremont Ross High School

Friday
Oct. 1
“Reunited States”

3 - 4:15 p.m.
Hayes Presidential Library & Museums, Theater 2

“The Girl Who Wore Freedom”

3:15 - 4:45 p.m.
Hayes Presidential Library & Museums, Theater 1

Short Film Block 1 - “Who is James Meredith?”,
“Operation Overlord,” “Teddy” and “The Gift of
Freedom”
3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
The Strand

5 - 6:30 p.m.
The Strand

5:15 - 6:15 p.m.
Hayes Presidential Library & Museums, Theater 2

Short Film Block 1 - “Who is James Meredith?”,
“Operation Overlord,” “Teddy” and “The Gift of
Freedom”
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Hayes Presidential Library & Museums, Theater 1

“The State of Texas vs. Melissa”

7:30 - 9:15 p.m.
Hayes Presidential Library & Museums, Theater 1

“The Girl Who Wore Freedom”

7:45 - 9:15 p.m.
Hayes Presidential Library & Museums, Theater 2

“Reunited States”
8 - 9:15 p.m.
The Strand

Lantern Tours with living history presenters
9 p.m. (last tour at 10:30 p.m.)
Hayes Presidential Library & Museums Grounds

Cast your
vote!
The American Presidents
Film & Literary Festival wants
your opinion! Viewers can
vote for their favorite film in
the People’s Choice category.
Ballot boxes will be located
at each theater for viewers
to cast their vote.
Winners will be
announced during the
Champagne Film & Literary
Awards Ceremony on
Saturday, Oct. 2, at the Live
Edge Center. For details on
the films, see pages 10 -11.
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Film/Event Category Key
Independent Short Films

Documentary

Special Event

Friday, Oct. 1, Evening Films and Events
The Strand
Concert
Theater

Hayes
Presidential
Library &
Museums,
Theater 1

3 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
4 p.m.

Short Film Block 1
(pages 10-11)

4:30 p.m.

The Girl Who Wore
Freedom
(page 11)

Hayes
Presidential
Library &
Museums,
Theater 2

Hayes
Presidential
Library &
Museums
Grounds

Reunited States
(page 12)

5 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6 p.m.

Indians, Outlaws,
Marshals and the
Hangin’ Judge
(page 12)

Short Film Block 1
(pages 10-11)

Short Film Block 2
(pages 10-11)

6:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

Reunited States
(page 12)

The State of Texas
vs. Melissa
(page 12)

The Girl Who Wore
Freedom
(page 11)

9 p.m.
9:30 p.m.
10 p.m.
10:30 p.m.

Lantern
Tours with
Living History
Presenters
(pages 2-3)

11 p.m.
11:30 p.m.
2021 American Presidents Film & Literary Festival
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Saturday
Oct. 2
Short Film Block 2 - “America First, Nature Last,”
“Dear Aunt Noa” and”Tikkun Olam”
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Hayes Presidential Library & Museums, Theater 1

“The State of Texas vs. Melissa”
9:45 - 11:30 a.m.
The Strand

“Indians, Outlaws, Marshals and the Hangin’ Judge”
10:30 am. - noon
Hayes Presidential Library & Museums, Theater 2

Short Film Block 2 - “America First, Nature Last,”
“Dear Aunt Noa” and”Tikkun Olam”
Noon - 1 p.m.
The Strand

“Indians, Outlaws, Marshals and the Hangin’ Judge”
1 - 2:30 p.m.
Hayes Presidential Library & Museums, Theater 1

Short Film Block 1 - “Who is James Meredith?”,
“Operation Overlord,” “Teddy” and “The Gift of
Freedom”
1:15 - 2:15 p.m.
Hayes Presidential Library & Museums, Theater 2

“The Girl Who Wore Freedom”
1:30 - 3 p.m.
The Strand

“Reunited States”

3:15 - 4:30 p.m.
Hayes Presidential Library & Museums, Theater 1

“The State of Texas vs. Melissa”

3 - 4:45 p.m.
Hayes Presidential Library & Museums, Theater 2

Red Carpet Event: Meet & Greet with wine tasting,
Lecture on the Presidency by keynote speaker Chip Bok
5 – 5:30 (craft beer tasting)
5:30 – 6:30 p.m. (dinner)
6:15 – 7:15 (Lecture on the Presidency)
The Strand

Champagne Film Awards Ceremony
7:30 – 9:00 p.m.
The Strand

Sunday
Oct. 3
Wreath-laying at President Rutherford B. Hayes’ tomb

1 p.m.
Spiegel Grove, grounds of the Hayes Presidential Library & Museums
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Saturday, Oct. 2, Films and Events
The Strand
Concert
Theater
9:30 a.m.

11 a.m.

Hayes
Presidential
Library &
Museums,
Theater 2

Short Film Block 2
(pages 10-11)

10 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Hayes
Presidential
Library &
Museums,
Theater 1

The State of Texas
vs. Melissa
(page 12)

Indians, Outlaws,
Marshals and the
Hangin’ Judge
(page 12)

11:30 a.m.
12 p.m.
12:30 p.m.

Short Film Block 2
(pages 10-11)

1 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
2 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

The Girl Who Wore
Freedom
(page 11)

Indians, Outlaws,
Marshals and the
Hangin’ Judge
(page 12)

Short Film Block 1
(pages 10-11)

3 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
Reunited States
(page 12)

4 p.m.

The State of Texas
vs. Melissa
(page 12)

4:30 p.m.
5 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Red Carpet Event
(page 3)

7 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

Champagne Film
Awards Ceremony
(page 3)

9 p.m.
2021 American Presidents Film & Literary Festival
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Meet the Presenters
Arthur “Chip” Bok

Keynote speaker at the Red Carpet Event
Editorial cartoonist
6:15 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 2, at The Strand Concert Theater
Ticket price: $35, includes dinner. This event is also included in $85 all-access pass.
Through Los Angelesbased Creators Syndicate,
Chip Bok’s cartoons appear
worldwide in publications,
including The Times of
London, Chicago Tribune,
Washington Post, New York
Times, Los Angeles Times,
Time and Newsweek.
Bok, a graduate of the
University of Dayton, has
also authored two cartoon
history books: “Bok! The 9.11
Crisis in Political Cartoons”
and “A Recent History of
the United States in Political
Cartoons: A Look Bok!”
Bok came from Miami,
Florida, to the Akron Beacon
Journal as staff editorial
cartoonist in 1987. His work
has earned him numerous
awards, which include Best
Editorial Cartoonist 1995,
1999 (National Cartoon

Society), Berryman Editorial Cartooning Award 1993
(National Press Foundation) and the H.L. Mencken Award
1993 (Free Press Association).
Bok was also a finalist for a 1997 Pulitzer Prize. In 2008, he
gave a lecture on political cartoons as part of a NEH educational
program at the Hayes Presidential Library & Museums.
Bok’s talk will focus on the role that the press,
specifically political cartoonists, play during a presidential
administration.
Using a variety of cartoons created by himself, as well
as other cartoonists, Bok intends to discuss the political
nuances displayed in the artwork. He will also emphasize
the 2020 election and the events of Jan. 6, 2021.
Bok’s talk is made possible through a grant from Ohio
Humanities as part of the Hayes Presidential Library &
Museums’ “The Press & The Presidency” exhibit. Hayes
Presidential is one of the partners organizing the film festival.
Ohio Humanities is a state affiliate
of the National Endowment for the
Humanities. Any views, findings,
conclusions or recommendations
expressed by this exhibition do not
necessarily reflect those of the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

Tyre’k Hyde

Actor, “Looking Over the President’s Shoulder”

Doors open at 6 p.m., play begins at 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 25, at The Little Theater at
Fremont Ross High School
Ticket price: $12 for adults, $10 ages 18 and younger
Tyre’k Hyde is thrilled to
have an opportunity to return
to the stage and will portray
Alonzo Fields, chief butler at
the White House in 1931, in
the play “Looking Over the
President’s Shoulder.”
Obsessed with movie
making, TV and books
from a young age, Hyde
started participating in
community theater productions since age 10. He performed in
“Rumpelstiltskin,” (Timmy Tall-tale / Villager); “Hansel & Gretel,”
(Hank / Hansel); “Aladdin” (Sinbad the Sailorman); “Peter &
Wendy” (Peter Pan) before advancing into teen theater with Ray
Bradbury’s “Kaleidoscope,” (Woode); “Peter Pan” (Noodler) and
“Rebel Without a Cause” (bully Buzz Gunderson).
He became more comfortable with dramatic pieces when
he portrayed the grief-struck Jack in the excerpt of “Say
Nothing” in the Bullying Collection. Finally, he concluded his
teenager years with the conflicted Soc, Randy Anderson in
S.E. Hinton’s “The Outsiders.”
Before the COVID pandemic, Hyde is blessed to have
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advanced his career at both The Ritz Theatre in Tiffin and the
Fort Findlay Playhouse, both behind the scenes and on stage
as a performer. Some of his favorites include Ellard Simms in
“The Foreigner,” Clifford Anderson in Ira Levin’s “Deathtrap”
and Tom Robinson in Harper Lee’s “To Kill a Mockingbird,”
which was directed by Lois Eisenhard.
Hyde spends his free time reading novels, movie / TV /
play scripts and collecting film press kits. His favorite genre
is coming of age, horror and thrillers. He enjoys the journeys
the characters take.
He would like to take the time to thank his mom (always
the No. 1 supporter), his favorite “Pain-in-the-butt” Myron
Koch, Jan S. Kucera, Isaac Boateng, along with his friends
and entire family for always supporting his passions in the
entertaining and performing arts. And for supporting his
progression with his anxiety and depression.
He would like to thank Dr. Regina Vincent Williams for trusting
him with this part; Director Lois Eisenhard for encouraging him,
being patient and supportive always; and the Salyer family (JJP)
for providing him with Alonzo Fields’ memoir “My 21 Years in
the White House,” as he heavily researched for the role.
2021 American Presidents Film & Literary Festival

Lois Eisenhard

Director, “Looking Over the President’s Shoulder”

Doors open at 6 p.m., play begins at 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 25, at The Little Theater at
Fremont Ross High School
Ticket price: $12 for adults, $10 ages 18 and younger
Lois is a veteran of the
theater, having begun in high
school and then taking a
hiatus for years. She joined
the Tiffin Ritz Players in the
1980s in “Tribute”, her first
play there.
Her next show was “Best
Little Whorehouse in Texas”.
She played leading roles in
“Playing for Time”, “Picnic”, “The Glass Menagerie”, “The Odd
Couple (Female Version)”, “Crimes of the Heart” and “The
Gingerbread Lady”.
She was also in a two-woman show - “Grace and Glorie”

and played Blanche du Bois in “A Streetcar named Desire”, a
role she dreamed of all her life.
Lois also has directed several shows at the Ritz Theater in
Tiffin, including, “The Diary of Anne Frank” (two separate
times about 20 years apart), “6 Rms Riv Vu”, “House for
Sale”, “To Kill a Mockingbird” (twice in a span of many years)
and “Wait Until Dark.” In addition, she has done Readers
Theatre and presented a play to local schools entitled “Agnes’
Story,” a play written by her friend, a Holocaust survivor.
Lois is married to her husband, Jim. They have two sons,
Jim Jr., who lives in Tiffin, and Tony, who lives in Virginia.
She has a granddaughter, Scarlett, who lives in Tiffin. In her
spare time she enjoys daily 4-5 mile walks, church activities,
decorating, sewing and playing computer games.

Larry Michaels

Author and Local Historian

R. B. Hayes: Back Home in Fremont, 1881-1893
1:30 p.m. Sat., Sept. 25, at Birchard Public Library, 423 Croghan St., Fremont
Free
Larry Michaels is a Lutheran minister
who also taught English part-time at the
University of Toledo. With his cousin, Krista,
he has written several local history books
about Fremont and Sandusky County,
including “Fremont and Sandusky County:

Then and Now” and “Fremont: Then & Now.”
He is active in several local organizations,
including the Sandusky County Bicentennial
Committee and Sandusky County Historical
Society.

Founder’s Circle
Thank you to these organizations for founding
the American Presidents Film & Literary Festival!
Albrechta & Coble, Ltd, attorneys at law
Birchard Public Library
Liberty & Learning Foundation
Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential Library & Museums

2021 American Presidents Film & Literary Festival
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About the Films
Short Films
Who is James Meredith?

Directed by Judy Alsobrooks Meredith, Ph.D.
29 minutes, 58 seconds
This short documentary is about the storied life of James Meredith,
who in 1962 influenced President John Kennedy to involve the federal
government to ensure his enrollment as the first black student at the
University of Mississippi (Ole Miss). Four years later, Meredith survived several
shotgun injuries when he was ambushed while on his one man “Meredith
March Against Fear” from Memphis to Jackson, Mississippi. Unlike in
more formal interview settings, this film captures Meredith in casual
conversations with his siblings, a family friend, grandchildren of former
U.S. Attorney General Robert Kennedy and French journalists about his
experiences and reasons behind his lone war against white supremacy in
the 1960s. The film is narrated by his wife, Dr. Judy Meredith.

Operation Overlord: OSS and the Battle
for France
Directed by Carl Colby
13 minutes, 25 seconds

The film tells the story of Allied special forces, Free French Forces
and the French Resistance, whose daring exploits behind enemy lines
changed the course of World War II.

Teddy

Directed by Lisa Bell Roden
3 minutes, 29 seconds
This film is a study of a member of the director’s family, and that family
member happens to be a bear.

The Gift of Freedom

Directed by Carolyn Downie and Neels Britz
5 minutes
This film takes a message from history to a new level - into today’s
tipping point of politics and culture. Drawing on perspectives from
President John Adams and psychologist Abraham Maslow, “The Gift of
Freedom” builds upon the evolutionary process of society and uncovers
the archetypes within it. From the theater of war to the stage of selfactualization, the construct of freedom is carried from American history
into today’s politics and culture.
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America First, Nature Last
Directed by Andreas Ewels
28 minutes, 45 seconds

This is a documentary about a torn country. What matters more:
Economic success or a responsible environmental policy? The voter
decides. This film is about people and their hope.

Dear Aunt Noa

Directed by Dana Aliya Levinson
11 minutes, 33 seconds
Childhood best friends Noa, a transgender environmental activist
from Los Angeles, and Jerry, a struggling family-man mechanic from
Ohio, reunite over cocktails. But can their bond survive the weight
of a violently divisive society? Can we agree to disagree anymore? Is
persuasion a dead art or should we just burn it all down? “Dear Aunt
Noa” explores the conflicting intersection between friendship and
ideology, life and belief. In an “all or nothing” world where everyone is
muting out the other side and retreating to their echo chambers, this
film addresses this avoided, uncomfortably painful conversation head on
and reveals humans to be the truly nuanced and complex creatures that
we are, instead of just crude, digestible caricatures of “us” and “them.”

Tikkun Olam

Directed by Bob Ahmed
10 minutes, 30 seconds
“Tikkun Olam” is a short, narrative film about an 8-year-old boy in
Washington, D.C. who encounters a homeless veteran. The film was
inspired by the director’s own experiences while living in Washington,
D.C., which has the highest homelessness rate in America.

Feature-Length Films
The Girl Who Wore Freedom
Directed by Christian Taylor
1 hour, 29 minutes

This film brings the viewer to Normandy, France. Once an idyllic landscape,
Normandy had succumbed to German invaders who overran its farms,
its manors, its countryside. Viewers meet those who recount their unique
relationships with the Allied forces who liberated Normandy on June
6, 1944. The journey from occupation to liberation to acceptance and
forgiveness to gratitude and pride is explored through interviews with
French survivors and American veterans in this powerful, personal film
that tells stories handed down over two generations. The viewer travels to
today’s United States with Flo Plana, who seeks out the men of the 101st
Airborne Division to collect and curate their stories for the Utah Beach
D-Day Museum. Veterans recount their experiences and the relationships
they built over the summer of 1944. Normandy itself is now a living war
museum with shrapnel on the beaches, bullet holes in its walls and blood
staining its church pews. Those that were there have vowed never to forget
the lessons of World War II and to pass down the value of freedom to their
children and their children’s children.
2021American Presidents Film & Literary Festival

Page 11

Feature-Length Films Continued
The Reunited States
Directed by Ben Rekhi
1 hour, 15 minutes

Over the past several years, political divisions have cut through every
aspect of American society, through our communities, our workplaces,
our friendships and even through our own families. There is, however, a
growing movement of people who recognize this polarization as the single
greatest threat to our democracy, and they’re working tirelessly to build
bridges across the divide. “The Reunited States” is a feature documentary
that profiles people who have dedicated their lives to promoting
depolarization and communication across the political divide.

The State of Texas vs. Melissa
Directed by Sabrina Van Tassel
1 hour, 38 minutes

“The State of Texas vs. Melissa” explores the life journey of Melissa Lucio,
the first Hispanic woman to be sentenced to death in the state of Texas.
For more than 10 years, she has been awaiting her fate and now faces her
last appeal. No one had ever seen Melissa be violent towards her children,
yet she was blamed for the daily abuse and subsequent death of her
2-year-old daughter, who died from blunt head trauma. Set in the heart
of the Latino community of South Texas, the film takes a look at Melissa’s
broken childhood, her adult life plagued by poverty and prejudice and the
miscarriage of justice Melissa faced, from the court-appointed attorney
who willingly set aside evidence to the District attorney who used her case
to help his re-election. “The State of Texas vs. Melissa” is the portrait of a
woman’s fight against an entire system.

Indians, Outlaws, Marshals and the
Hangin’ Judge
Directed by Larry Foley
1 hour, 20 minutes
While set in the late 19th century, the stories documented in this film
resonate today: Gun violence, racial strife, police brutality and American
Indian rights. This is a true tale of Indian removal, crime, capital
punishment and a charismatic federal judge who sentenced scores of
felons to “hang by the neck until you are dead.” Outlaw gangs hid from
the law in lands given to native people, until Indian Territory was taken
away and turned back to settlers.
Told in first-person using the actual words written by St. Louis Republic newspaper reporter Ada Patterson in September 1896, this
real-life story is set in and around Fort Smith, Arkansas, in the same time and place as the fictional Western novel and film, “True
Grit.” Patterson narrates, much as Mattie Ross tells the story in the Charles Portis classic. With careful and honest detail to the
words and visual history of the era, the film re-creates Patterson’s interview with Judge Isaac Parker, the infamous “hanging judge,”
conducted on the date (Sept. 1, 1896) Parker’s court was stripped by Congress of its jurisdiction over Indian Territory. Parker,
who was dying of kidney disease, tells Patterson a gripping tale of his court and his view of American Indians: “Twenty-one year’s
experience has taught me they are a religiously inclined, law-abiding, authority-respecting people,” and of the “brutes” who stood
trial before his bench. “

Get tickets at americanpresidentsfilmfestival.org
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Meet the Judges
These film critics will watch each of the films and choose the winners in three categories: Best Short Film, Best
Feature Film and Best Production.

YOUR OPINION COUNTS, TOO! Film festival attendees also can chose their favorite film by voting in the People’s
Choice category. Ballot boxes will be located at each viewing location throughout the festival.

Holly Hey

Professor of film and video production, University of Toledo
Filmmaker
Holly Hey is currently a
professor of film and video
production within the Department
of Theatre and Film. She is also
the head of the film program.
Hey has a master of fine arts degree in film making from
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and a bachelor’s
degree in photography from Ohio University.
Her work has screened at professionally recognized
festivals including The Aesthetica Short Film Festival – York,
UK; the Ann Arbor Film Festival – Ann Arbor, Michigan; the
Athens International Film and Video Festival –
 Athens, Ohio;
the Mix Festival – New York; the Onion City Film Festival
– Chicago; the Denver International Film Festival; and the

Vancouver Queer Film and Video Festival, among other
national and international venues.
Hey has also had her short documentary, “Rat Stories,”
distributed through The National Educational Television
Association. “Rat Stories,” a 30-minute documentary,
undermines stereotypes about rats to examine the
importance of human connection. NETA distributes content
for PBS licensees and educational entities in all 50 states, the
U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico.
Hey is an “undependent” filmmaker and an experimental
weaver of media who strives to provoke active
relationships between her cinematic art and the diverse
audiences that it reaches.

Tammy Kinsey

Professor of film, University of Toledo
Filmmaker
Tammy Kinsey is the
Faculty Advisor for the UT
Film and Video Society. She
was named a UT College
of Arts & Sciences Master
Teacher for 2009-2011.
Kinsey teaches such courses
as experimental film,
advanced 16mm production,
optical printing, documentary
field production, film/video
workshop, film censorship, The YouTube Phenomenon:
Cinema in Cyberspace and history of video art.
Kinsey joined the University of Toledo Department of Theatre

and Film in 1997. She has a master of fine arts degree in
photography and film from Virginia Commonwealth University
and a bachelor’s degree in journalism from Virginia Tech.
Her research interests include visual language,
experimental and documentary film making, arts censorship
and issues of representation in popular culture.
Kinsey’s films have been screened in such venues as the
Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago, Anthology Film
Archives in New York, the Kaunas Biennial in Lithuania,
SOMArts Cultural Center in San Francisco, the Telluride
Experimental Film Festival, London’s Exploding Cinema, the
Wexner Center for the Arts and the Ann Arbor Film Festival.
Kinsey’s written work appears in many publications, as well.

Craig Shoup

Reporter and columnist, Fremont News-Messenger
Craig Shoup is a 2009
graduate of Bowling Green
State University, where
he majored in broadcast
journalism and minored in
film studies.
He is currently a reporter
with the News-Messenger in
2021 American Presidents Film & Literary Festival

Fremont, a Gannett newspaper, and writes a entertainment
column “Reel Talk.” He has worked for Gannett newspapers
since 2014.
“Reel Talk” features takes on current movies, Hollywood
trends and Shoup’s thoughts on the industry. Columns
feature topics including Academy awards preview and
predictions, the #MeToo movement and inclusion among
female actors and directors.
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